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[?ear Ms. Frostic; 

Ihar~ you for your recent letter outlining concerns regarding the legality of aspects of the Bear 
rt,nber Dzmage Management Pr%n-am. The Washington l?epartntent offish amd W~ldlife 
(Department) understands that this program i~ conu’oversiaI. Over lhc past two years, wc hewe 
bccn working to improve processes within that program to reduce the likelihood of cxmtlict. Our 
initial efforts includ~x-I assembling an internal team m evaluate the program. That team 
recommended a list of improvements and tl~e Dep~rtment has since adopted many ef Ihese 
recommendations. 

Since thai ¢lTorl, interested stakeholder~ of all views have voiced additional concerns, To 
address these concerns in a c.omprehensive manner, w~ have initiated a Conscrvation Conflicl 
Ira.sformation (CCI-)process with the intent of including representative li-om knl~wn 
stak:eholders. Through this process, we hope to address stakeholder concerns using peace- 
building methods that should result in policies that all sides cm~ accept. We w~c in the process 
of ossentbliag that group ot’stakcholders when we received your letter, We m-e committed to 
moving lbrward with this process that internal employees with suflicient training and expc-c-ience 
will facilitate. This group will include a diverge assemblage ofintenxal and extcinat stakeholders 
including a representati~.e lmrn your organizmion. 

Regarding the 20t 8 spring seaso~ adjustments, we have decided to make the folhrwing changes 
to tl~e program to ~ddress some of~e con~s mmvey~ in your letter, One ~ff your ~n~ms 
reg~ds p~itted spNng be~r hunts that occur in areas whe~ supplmncntzl feeding m~y occur. 
In 201 (~, there were 20 hunt ~eas that ~mpass 23 Game Management I;nits (GMU) where 
spring bear pem~fls were available. Thirteen of those hunt oreas do not have ~y supplemm~al 
feeding, Of the r~aining seven hunt areas, one h~ a M~norandum ot’IJndersl~ding (MOI;) 
that requires removal of N1 supplemental ~beding stalions ~om the hu~t bounds. ~[y a f~w of 
the remaining six hunl areas use supplemental feed. The most recent harvest data shows 
harvesl in 011 those hunt a~s ~mbined w~s 19 bears in 2016, We consider huntiIN on to~ of 
supplemental �~d~s baiting, which is illegal, For education ~m this point, we pl~ tt~ send 
I~ters to all hunters ttmt draw permits in those units inti~ing th~ to be aw~e of possible 
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feeding stations, and to avoid hunting near them. Itowcvcr, the tilnber companies are not always 
willing m rtmalgc the location eltheir feeders, and we cam only provide huntc’xs lhe inlbrmati~n 
lhat we have regarding feeding stations. We will also place si~-__uagc on gates in areas where we 
know feeders are used remi nding hunters that hunting over bait is a violation of Washington 
Admioistrative Code 220-415-080 and Revised Crude ~ff Wa.,;hin~on 77-15-245. We also plan to 
update our website to include language that remind~ hunler~ to be aware of supplemental feeders 
and avoid mistakenly hunting over bait. 

Another issue y~m raise regards permits that we issue to address specific tree damage. We plan to 
undertake the f’0llowj ng measures to address concerns with this aspect oflhe progrmn: 

We wilt increase enforceme~t patrols associated with timber damage hunls. To inc°rcase 
¢ffectivcamss, we will r~uirc pb~iI holders to provide the I)epagme~l’s Enfi~rcement 
l’mg~am with Ihe bear damage k~catioa mxd surro~Sing removal ar~, includh~g GPS 
loemion and de,ailed dSreelions, 24 hours p~or to sta~ing the removal eflb~. We will 
also r~uire the landowner a~ provide ~e l)~anme,~l with access, including keys or 
~m~binations to [ock~ gales within the hunt 

We will h~lroduce a baek~und cheek of hound h~dl~s and ~rappers, similar to the 
e~eek wc eu~mtly have in the Master Hunter proNam. Cut~ntly all that is r~uir~ is 
the abiti~’ t~ purchase a hunting 

We will add to the I~s ~H" lhc p~it cle~ l~age r~ui~Jng landowners to remove all 
suppl~ental feed and feeders prior to the permit sta~ date. 
Wc will rcquirc GPS locations of all/~cdcr s/atkms within a penn i~t~ removal area 
the Ic~s of ~hc pc~it. 
We will ask those issued a trapping p~ff lo use culvc~ traps whenever possible. The 
D~ar~ment only has at few ~ulv~ IPapa and we will offer those to trappu~ k} use if 
available. 
We will change the terms of the permit to disallow the r~ention oFbears t&~ und~ 
these pc~its. 
We will a~k landawners ifth,y ,onsidercd reasonable n~n-lNhal methods to avoid 
damage p~er ~o applying fi~r a bear rmoval pe~it. 

The Department realizes there are ntany lnor¢ issues that we hope [o resofve through an inclusive 
stak,holder process. Wc w~tl implement ~hes~ measures for the upcoming season and hope yau 
will consider oLIr prose, tire steps and forgo any laxvsujl that could inhibit a more peaceful 
process. 

Sincerely, 

Ac|ing D~reelor 

Laura ~riend 
Dan Paul 
Hans Dunshcc 
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